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SECRET

The basic Principles and procedures governing -, g}
clearance of foreign aircrafts flying over & {«
lapding in Bangladesh a8 spproved by the
Government.

Procedure for Clearance Of Foreign Aircraft

Introduction

4.  For staging through, terminating in and over-flying Bangla-
desh territory by foreign commercial, pon-commercial and mi%@tary
n;rcrnfﬁ,qn adequate system of providing clearance by concefned
aviation and Security agencies of the Govt was so far absent.

The agencieé who are primarily involved in the provision of techni-
cal clearance are the DGCA and Air Headquarters and for formulating
policies thereof ,the concerned Ministries are the Ministry of
communication(Civil Aviation‘& Touriam_nivision),the Ministry

of Defence, the Ministry of Home Arfaira'and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. While clearing any foreign aircraft, the«scurity
of airspace of Rangladesh as well as other aspects of genéfal
security has to be ensured thfough surveillance and Air Defence
counter-measures, For this,our Security agencies and Alr Head-
quarters must be consulted before any foreign aircraft is
permitted to operate through our territory.

Basic Principles ,
Civil Flights' \

2. 'ﬁBangladesb is a member cf the International Civir?Avimtion
_ Organisation (ICAO),which automatically binds the Govt. with
certain obligations towards foreign civil airlines as well as. -
registered civil aircraft of other member countriea in the form
of rendering technical facilities as well as traffic rightse.
Within the ambit of these obligations,the DGCA will issue
clearance to all such flights on behalf of the Government and at
the same time.bé will notify all‘concerned gecurity agencies

gs well as Air Headquarters about such clearance. ;
Militery Flights.

3, " For all foreign Military,Parq—Hilitary,Police and Custohs
flights,the Ministry of Defence will be prémarily responsible for
c;edp;nqg,and on its behalf,the Air Beadquarters-aﬁd the Disector
of Forcus Intelligence will exercise the major control. In view of
the capabilities of modern military aircraft,extra vigilance is
necessary on the part of the Military BSecurity apencies as well as
the Air Defence Installations of B.A.F. However,for ted@hical
rfacilities,the DGCA is also ipvolved in the over-all prdbess of
clearance of guch. aircraft

)
e;%
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. .
plomatic Clearance of Military Flights, @
4, For the sake of our national security,flights of these

categories must be discouraged and should be kept at a minimum. To
achieve this,the clearance procedure must contain elaborate check
_devices, One such device is to make the process time-conauﬂ?ns. This
éan‘be achieved if the procedure of diplomatic clearance xis adhered
to. In other words,all requests for clearance of these categories

of aircraft must be channeled through Foreign Office by the
sponsoring: countries,

Compulsory Landing of Military Aircraft.
Se Modern Military aircraft are capable of conducting air-
Photography and other clandestine activities. One of the fundamental
Principles of clearance should, therefore,be not to permit ﬁny overe-
flying. A proviaion of compulsory technical landing in any of our
designated airfields coupled with a liability to inspection on
landing will ensure this aspect of our security,

L]

,  Yrocedure for Clearance.

" 6, Keeping the aims and objactives outlined above,the following
procedures are laid down for clearsnce of all foreign aircraft
staging through, terminating in and over-flying Bangladesh

territory. PFor these procedures,all foreign flights have be%u
categorized as follows: '

&, Scheduled Civil Flights,
.be Non-scheduled Civil Flights.
jce Military,Para-Military,Police and Customs Flights.

d. Civil/Military Flights carrying Heads of States/Govts
and State Guests,

e. Flights over internal routes by foreign aircraft based
in Bangladesh,

Procedure for Clearance of Scheduled Civil Flights,
7e These flights will be governed by provisional approval
accorded by the Govt. of Bangladesh to the operating countries or by
agreements signaa between the Govt. of Bangladesh and the Govt, of
trne operating country/countries. The DGCA will notfy the followingp
about the programme concering these flights or amendments there or
within the shortest possible time:

a, DGNSI . '

b. DFI , .

£+ DAI,Air Headquarters ‘

d, Director Air Defence,Air Headquarters

e. DIG Special Branch

s
2
r )
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w B e
trocedure for Clearance of Non-scheduled Civil Flights(On Approved

* Routsss)

8, " Request for clearance of non-scheduled civil flights on

approved routes will pormally be made by the 6perator to the DGCA,
who will issue clearance direct to the operator under 1ntigatbon

e/
to the following: 4
a. DGNSI
;) b., DFI
N c. DAI,Air Headquatters

d. Director Air Defence,Air Headquarters

e. DIG Special Branch
Thia~procédure will be valid for all flights stmging through or
terminating within Bangladesh. For over-flight of Banglad%sh

-,
territory.intfmation to the last agency,i.e.the DIG‘Speciaf
Branch will pot be required.

Procedure for Clearance of Non-Schedule Civil Flights(On Unapproved
Routes)
9. The request for clearance of non-scheduled civil flights on
unapproved routes would normally be made by the operator to the
DGCA. The DGCA would then consult the following on the matter:
~ a. DFI - o
b. DAI (Air Headquarters),who will in turn consdi% with the
Director of Air Defence.
., Ce ‘DGNSI

The abéye agencies would forward their 'No objection' to the DGCA
(objecfion by any of the above agencies would mean objection to the
flight proposal). The DGDA would convey the 'No objection'to the
operator under intimation to the following:

a. PA DFI.
b. DAI (Air Headquarters) =
¢c. Director of Air Defence (Air Headquarters)
d. DGNSI
e. DIG (Special Branch)
10. In case there is an objection to the flight proposaal from

‘any of the agencies, the DGCA would convey to the Ministry of Foreign
_Affairs the objection to the proposal. If for nny|reaon.the )
Ministry of Foreign Affairs comnsiders the refusal to the operator
undesirable;it would refer the issue to the Ministry of't@fence which,
if necessary,would review the matter in consultation with the
conoerned agencies and would advise the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in this behalf. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs would then take
further necessary action in the matter acco:dipgly.

SECRET
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.11, In caseé where Bangladesh has no diplomatic relations with
a country which requests for flight clearance of non-scheduled
civil aircraft on unapproved Troutes and if the request is made
direct to the DGCA, the DGCA will request the operator to route
the request through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,‘

Procedure for Clearance of Military, Para-Military,Police and
Customs Aircraft,

12, As a minimum prescription for National Security K@@ Security
of airspace of Bangladesh territory ( including the airapébe over
our territorial waters), all foreign Military,Para-Military,Police
and Customs aircraft will be subjected to the following conditions;
8« All aircraft will follow prescribed/ATS routes and must
remain within 5 miles of the routes as prescribvedy other=-

wise, it will be declared hostile and will be liable to
interception,

be Edch flight must make a technical landing either at Dacca
- or Chittagong and will be liable to inspection.

c. Clearance of each individual flight should bve sought f{rom
the Ministry of Forsign Affairs at least 14 working dayp
in advance,giving the following detuils:

(4) Type,No and Call sign of the aircraft,
(Li) Registration No, )
.(i;i)‘Agency to which the aircraft belongs.
. (iv) Captain's name,rank and nationality.
2 (v) Crew names,rank and nationality.

i,
o
4

(vi) Names and nationality of passengers (1list would
. be comprehensive),
(vii) Time schedules/itinerary. .
(viii)Route proposed to be followed (with entry and
exit pwints)

(ix) Description of cargo.

(x) bruising level, -

(xi) Type and quantity of fuel if réquired at@“airfield of
landing.)

(xii)A certificate to the effect that No war-like
materials,such as arms;ammunition,ekploaives
(except escape/aid explosives),pyrotechniques

P (except Girey pistol signal cartridges),nuclear/
fissionable materiala,A B C gases photographic
equipment and materials(whether install%% or notl;
electronic devices other than required for normal
operation of the aircraft,are being carried by
the aircraft.

SECRET
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Night flying,halt during night at any airfield,

uplirting/orf-loading of persons/cargo at any airfield in

Bangladesh will not be allowed without consultation with
the concerned miniatripa.

e, No‘Military,Para-Military,Pblice and Customs aircraft

’ will be allowed to carry any consignment for foreign
Diplomatic Missions in Bangladesh without priofTconsultation
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

L, Hilitary,Para-Hilitary aircraft will not be allowed
© to fly below 8000 ft. AGL and above 40,000 ft AGL unless

8pecially permitted by Air Headquarters(Directop of Air
Defence). '

-

ge All }assangers of Military,Para-Military.Polica and
Customs aircraft wil) be subject to Health,Cuutg%a
and Immigration formalitieg at landing airfields’

ﬁ}. ~8ubJect to the above conditions,the Procedure for clearance
of all foreign Military,Para-Military,Police and Customs flights
will be as under;
8. The operator will send request for Clearance to the
Hinistry of -Foreign AIIaira,which would pass the requeagt
to the DFI with copies to lw
(1) Ministry of Defence
(11) DAI,Air Headquarters
‘Kiii) Director,Air Defence,Air HQrs
" (iv) DGNSI
(v) DpGeca

b. The DPI would then consult the following:

(1) DAI,Air HQrs,who in turp will consult with
Direcoor,air Defence.
(11) DGN$I -,
(11i) peca g
and the above agencies will send their 'No ObJection'
to the DFI (ObJection by any of the age

ncies would mean
objection to the flight proposal),

€ The DPFI would convey the clearance to thevniniatry of

Foreign Affairs under intimation to ;
(1) Ministry of Defence

‘(11) DAI;Air HQrs

(111) Director of Airp Defence,Air HQrs

(iv) pGNsI
(v) peea

(vi) DIG(Special Branch)

SECRET
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A4, If there is mhy objection to flight proposal from

any of the concerned agencies,the DFI would convey this to the
Ministry of Poreign Affairs. If for any reasonythe Ministry of
Poreign Affairs considers the refusal to the operator undersirable,
it would refer the issue to thae Hinistry of Defence which would,
if necessary,review the matter in consultation with the ¢Bhcerned
agencies and would advise the Ministry ot Poreign Affairs in this
behalf. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs would then take further
Hecessary action in the matter sccordingly., ‘ '

Procedure for Clearance of Civil/Military Flights Carrying Heads
of States/Govts and State Cuests,

15.  Request for clearance of civil/military flights carrying
Heads of 8tates/Govts and State guests eto. would be made by the
operator to the.hinietry of Foreign Affairs. Thelniniatrxggr
Foreign Affairs would convey their approval to the DGCA for issueance
of necessary clearance with 1ntipation to the following ;

a. DGNSI

b. DFI

Ce DAI,Air HQrs

d. Director of Air Defence,Air HQrs

®. DIG (Special Branch )

--On receipt of the flight clearance from the DGCA, 4@0

Ministry ot Foreign Affairs would inform the operator/
Foreign mission concerned.

f’ 16. - B:}ore any foreign aircraft is allowed to be based in
Bangladesh,the sponsoring Ministry would forward the propoamal to the
Ministry of Communication(Civil Aviation & Tourism Division(,
giving the following details ;

a, Name of the organization/company with country of?
' origin,to whom the aircraft belong (s). »
b. Type and Registration No.of the aircrafrt. .
6. Purpose for which theaircraft is required to be

based in Bangladesh. o
d. Duration of stay in Bangladesh., )
8, Airports/airrields,where the aircraft will be based,
f. Probable areas of operation with/routes to bes followed.
Be Names and nationalities of captains and crews.
he ~Names and rnationalities of other members of the

organization/company who would be wdrking in connection
with the operation of the aircraft.

Erocedufi for Clearance of Foreign Aircraft to be based in Bangladeph,

SECRET
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174 After receiving the proposal with the avove details,the
Ministry of Communication (Civil Aviation & Tourism Division),would
forward the proposal to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,the Ministry
of Home Affairs, the Ministry of Defence and the DGNSI with copies toi

a. DGCA
b. DFI
ce DAY (Air HQrg) ' 2

d. DIG (Special Branch)

18. After receiving the proposal from the Ministry of Communication
(Civil Aviation & Tourism Division),following actions will be taken
by the Becurity agencies and the concerned Ministries :

.

a. Ministry of Poreign Affairs will forward their views/

comments to Ministry of Communication (Civil Aviation &
Tourism Division). e
b. DGCA will forward his views/comments to nibfstry of
Communication(Civil Aviation & Tourism Bivision),
Ce DFI and DAI, Air Hgrs will forward their views/comments
to Ministry of Defence.
de DIG(Special Branch)will forward his views/comments
' to Ministry of Home Affaitg,
8. DGNSI will forward his views/comments to Ministry of

. .Communication(Civil Aviation & Tourism Division) with a

. copy of Ministry of Home Affairs. i
: r, Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of Defence will
,}' forward their views/comments to Ministry of Communication
(Civil Aviation & Tourism Division). ’

19. After receiving views/comments from the Ministrte*w of Foreign
Affairs,Home Affairs and Defence,the Ministry of Communication (civil
Aviation and Tourism Division) will communicate their decision to thae
sponsoring Ministry,who will finally issue clearance 3£der intimation
to the following : ;

a8, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

b. Ministry of Home Affairs

ce Ministry of Defence. '

d. DGNSI

e, DFI

£.” DAI,Air HQrs .

8. Director of Air Defence,Air HQrs i,
h. DGCA s

i. DIG (Special Branch )
SECREST T
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has been Permitted to be based inp Bangladesh,will sutnit itg

48 hrs in advance;giving the rollowing information;

&+ Type of aircrart, e
b. Name and nationality of Captain.

Ce. Name apgd nationality of Passengers,

d. Description of cargo,if any

€. Destination

fe Purpose of flight,

21, The f1ight clearance witp above information will be
immediately Passed on by tpe DGCA to thg following agencf@k
| a.. DFI

be DAI,Air Headquarterg

€+ Director of Air Defence,Air HQrs
d. DGNST

8. DIG.Special Branch,

.o
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